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Ms. Cherron White   
Whitec@jenningsk12.org
314-653-8100 Ext. 7208
Room # - S116                       
2014-2015
Welcome to Biology!  Biology is the science that seeks to understand the living world.  This course will include molecular and cellular biology, genetics, evolution, ecology, human biology, as well as the life processes common to all living things.  Students will study life forms from the most complex down to the simplest plants and animal cell structures.  

I am excited to have each of you in this class and look forward to an exciting year of new experiences.  I am here to help you on your journey to a better understanding of everyday life through the study of science.
Recommended Text Book

Biology by Miller and Levine 
Grades are based on the following:



Preparation – Be on time, prepared with the necessary class materials, and ready to begin

Daily Assignments – includes all classwork and homework – 20%
Lab Activities – involves conducting hand-on laboratory experiments and lab reports – 35%
Test and Quizzes – 45%
Final Exam – The final exam will count for 20% of the semester grade.  
EOC Assessment - The multiple choice portion of the EOC test will count for 10% of the 2nd semester grade.

*A passing grade in biology is required to take the Missouri End of Course exam for biology in April -May. 
Test/labs - Reschedule 

There will be one or more quizzes covering lectures, notes, labs, reading assignments, and homework given for each chapter. These quizzes will range from 5 to 20 points. Quizzes are scheduled daily at the beginning of each class period and cannot be made up – no exception. Therefore, be on time for class. 

Tests will be given regularly and will cover one or more chapters.  Tests range from 50 to 100 points and include: multiple choice, one to two word fill in the blanks, short answer, diagrams, graphing, and data interpretation. 

If a student is absent during a scheduled testing date will be allowed to make up before or after school (you will have two days to makeup test). Students who know in advance that they are going to be absent during a scheduled test date should let me know as soon as possible to reschedule the assessment. It is the student’s responsibility to schedule make up test.

In addition, you cannot make up missed lab activities.  Lab preparation take a lot of time to prepare and organize so try to make sure you are in attendance. A lab activity schedule will be provided to you for advance planning.

Required Materials

3-ring binder with paper, composition notebook (for this class), color pencils and pens (blue or black only) and/or pencils

Attendance

Attendance is required (see Jennings Planner). All students will need to be in class 95% of the time to reach mastery. Grades are not automatically lowered as a penalty for absences; however, this class does involve substantial student participation, daily formative assessments and class discussions. Therefore, your regular attendance is expected and necessary.  
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check my website for missed assignments – whitezbio.weebly.com  
Classroom Behavior

Students have the right to learn and the teacher has the right to teach!  Students are encouraged to ask questions for clarity. Students are also welcomed to make contributions to all class discussions. However, behavior should not disrupt and/or distract other students from learning.

Students should remain in class for the entire period. Class time should not be utilized to promote one’s personal business. Students who refuse to maintain a positive learning environment shall receive a consequence.
1. Be in your seat, quiet, and prepared to work when the bell rings.

2. Give the teacher your full attention when it is requested.

3. Raise your hand and be recognized before speaking.
4. Bring all materials to class
5. No food or drink in class.  (Water is permitted.)

6. Grooming is not allowed in class, i.e., combing hair, applying make-up and/or spraying perfumes/colognes. Many students have allergies and grooming can trigger a negative reaction.

7. Cell phones and music devices are not permitted during class. If I see you on phone during class, I will confiscate and a parent will need to come to retrieve.
All of the rules, policies and procedures stated by the Jennings School District will be enforced.  Please be familiar with your handbooks.

Individual work should be done by yourself - Cheating will result in a zero and anything else as stated in the student handbook.  Group work should be a group effort.  If you do not participate in the group, you will need to do the work by yourself or receive a zero for that assignment.

Graded Assignments

Students are expected to complete all assignments independently unless otherwise instructed.  Assignments need to be submitted on or before the stated due date. Instances of incomplete, missing, or late assignments can result in the inability to retake an exam. In some cases alternate assignments may be required for credit.
Test Retake Policy
Tests are extremely important so proper preparation is crucial- retakes will be allowed.  In order to retake an exam all unit assignments must be completed. The retake grade will replace the original test grade if there is improvement.  Test retakes must be scheduled with your teacher and must be taken before the next unit test.
Labs and Activities
Labs and activities are an integral part of any science course.  Although labs are conducted in groups, lab analysis and reports must be completed independently (unless specifically noted that a group lab report should be submitted).
Tardies and Absences

School policy will be enforced regarding tardies and absences.  Please consult your handbook regarding these matters. 
Obtain missed work the first day you return from an absence.  It is your responsibility to check for missed work.  Students knowing they will miss class should give adequate prior warning and if possible, get assignments before absence.

Missed tests and labs (alternative assignments) must be made up before or after school within one week.

End of Class

Clean up and put away any materials that you and/or your partner were using.  Return the tables and chairs to their proper place.  Remain in your seat until the bell rings!
Remember, if you have any questions or need assistance, please ask.  I am here before and after school most days.  If you are absent or have questions send me an E-mail or see me after school.  


whitec@jenningsk12.org  
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